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The phenomenal success twenty years ago of STAR WARS and its two companion films, RETURN OF THE JEDI and

THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK, renewed interest in movies as huge spectacles. Although set in futuristic terms for we earth-
bound travelers, the three films are in many ways actually historical in nature. Frequently described as “the morality plays of
film,” the stories in the TRILOGY share a common theme of the primary struggle between good and evil and the eventual suc-
cess of love conquering all.

Created originally to be part of a nine-part series, each film is complete within itself while remaining open-ended for its eventual
position in the nine tales. The characters obviously grow older and the production technology develops more and more as each year
goes by. The current re-release of the films in the United States has generated massive interest and box-office success for the

shows.

Of musical interest, the STAR WARS project brought to international prominence the talents of John Williams, one of the most
gifted composers for film and television. Williams worked in a totally different compositional style for the late 1970s in that he
did not write short “cue music” for individual scenes, but rather composed large free-standing compositions that accompanied
large segments of the film.

The five excerpts gathered in the TRILOGY are each capable of individual contrast, excitement and beauty. The themes for Leia
and Yoda have received recognition, and the “Darth Vader Death March” and “The Main Title Music” are some of the best known
film music performed today. The hidden gem in this set is the third movement, “The Battle in the Forest,” from RETURN OF
THE JEDI, an extremely humorous Prokofiev-esque vivace which supports the little Ewoks in their fight with the huge metallic

giants.

DONALD HUNSBERGER

DONALD HUNSBERGER

Donald Hunsberger is the Conductor and Music Director of the Eastman Wind
Ensemble and the Eastman Wind Orchestra. He has conducted the EWE in sixteen
recordings released on Sony Classical, CBS Masterworks, DGG, Phillips, Mercury
and Decca among others and has led the Ensemble on numerous highly acclaimed
concert tours, including five to Japan and one, with Wynton Marsalis as soloist, to the
major concert halls of New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Washington, Montreal and
Toronto. June 1998 will mark the Ensemble’s sixth concert tour to Japan, once again
under sponsorship of Sony Music Communications Inc. and Eastman Kodak Japan.

He has been deeply involved in wind band development and repertoire stimulation
throughout his career. As a Past-President of CBDNA and as a Board member of
CBDNA, WASBE and the Conductor’s Guild, he has created opportunities for com-
posers and performers alike to perform and hear new compositions written with con-
temporary instrumental techniques currently available to conductors today.

Hunsberger is also the Music Director of the Eastman Dryden Orchestra, an ensem-
ble specializing in live orchestral accompaniment to silent films. He works with the
Film Department of the George Eastman House, International Museum of
Photography, and has scored more than a dozen major silent films and has conducted
silent film with orchestra concerts featuring such classic silent masterpieces as

The Phantom of the Opera, The Mark of Zorro, City Lights, Potemkin, The Hunchback of Notre Dame and The General. During the past two
seasons he has conducted the National Symphony Orchestra, Houston Symphony Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony Orchestra,
Utah Symphony Orchestra, San Diego Symphony Orchestra, Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, the Virginia Symphony and the

North Carolina Orchestra.




From the Lucasfilm Ltd. Productions “STAR WARS,” “THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK” and “RETURN OF THE JEDI” — Twentieth Century-Fox Releases

STAR WARS TRILOGY
Music by JOHN WILLIAMS

I. The Imperial March Arvanged by DONALD HUNSBERGER
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